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E-Cigarette Use Rises Among U.S. Teens as Cigarette Use Falls 

Daily News Article - April 21, 2015 

Questions 
1. By what percents have the numbers of high school and middle school students who used e-
cigarettes increased over the past year, according to a survey by the CDC? 

 

2. What action might the federal government take as a result of the survey? 

 

3. What are e-cigarettes? 

 

4. Why are health officials warning against the use of e-cigarettes? 

 

5. How dangerous are hookahs, according to the CDC and Dr. Harold Farber of the Texas 
Children’s Hospital? (see “Background” below the questions) 

 

6. David Dobbins, chief operating officer at the anti-tobacco group Legacy said, “People can 
differ about the appropriateness of e-cigarettes for adults but I don’t think anyone disagrees on 
the appropriateness of giving them to children.” He added, “It’s up to the White House and HHS 
to make sure this regulation gets out as quickly as possible.” 
The proposed rule would ban the sale of e-cigarettes to people under the age of 18 and require 
FDA approval of new products. Public health advocates have also been pushing for a ban on 
flavored products, television advertising and internet sales, which they say attract children. 
The biggest concern is that the long term effects of these products are not known. 
Consider this: in the 1930s-40s, cigarette smoking was not regarding as dangerous to a person’s 
health. What do you think: 
a) Should the sale of e-cigarettes / vapes be banned for people under the age of 18? 
 

b) Should the FDA regulate these products? 
Explain your answers. 
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Synthetic Marijuana Causes Rash of Hospitalizations 

Daily News Article - April 20, 2015 

Questions 
1. How many people were rushed to hospitals across New York State in the past week due to 
adverse reactions to synthetic marijuana? 

 

2. List all types of symptoms these people experience as described in the article. 

 

3. Why is synthetic marijuana popular among teens? 

 

4. What is synthetic marijuana? 

 

5. The DEA banned synthetic marijuana and labeled it a Schedule 1 drug in 2010. What is a 
Schedule 1 drug? 

 

6. Is New York the only state that had experienced such a huge surge in emergency room visits 
due to the use of synthetic marijuana? Explain your answer. Be specific. 

 

7. What do you think is the best way to prevent teens from using synthetic marijuana? 

 

CHALLENGE: Do an internet search to find out if the use of synthetic marijuana is a problem in 
your state, and whether it disproportionately affects teens. 

 

 


