Comparative Government 
Semester Project

Khan

Purpose: Students will demonstrate their understanding of the American political system by analyzing American Government and comparing and contrasting it with another country’s system. Students will be working in groups of four.

As a pre-write activity students will use a Venn diagram which will be a template for comparison. Short statements of comparison and contrast will suffice for the diagram. The diagram will be worth 25 points. Due December 14th.

One student from each group will pick a label and compare it to the government of another country that they have picked.

LABELS:

Democratic or Authoritarian Discuss: suffrage, elections, political parties, media freedom, and civil rights and liberties.

Presidential or Parliamentary Discuss relationship between the executive and legislative bodies, fixed terms checks and balances

Federal or Unitary Discuss the source of laws and taxes, selection of local officials, regional differences.
Capitalist or Socialist: Discuss Free market economy, planned economy or mixed economy, measure wealth GDP, Human Development (UNDP) HDI report, Gini Index, Economic trends, Globalization, Military budget, response to economic recession.
Outline/rough draft for Research paper is due December 18th earlier if done. (25 pts)
Final draft due January 9th 2010. (100 pts) 
“Creating your own government” using one of the four labels provided paper Due January 16th. (100 pts.)
Research: Limited class time for research at school. Use books magazines encyclopedia, CIA fact book,  and internet sources
Suggested Sources: World Bank web site; You Think web site; UNDP; Freedom House; Polity IV;  World Governance Data; Gapminder;  Worldmapper;  Millennium development Goals.

